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The smoking ban legislation introduced by the Scottish Parliament last month is 
seriously flawed. Churches and places of worship were supposed to be included in the 
list of places in which smokers could face a fine. Instead, a drafting mistake has 
ensured that smoking has become compulsory in all worship environments for all 
faiths. Fears of sectarianism have grown as a result of the mistake.  
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Smoke Ban Muddle for Churches 
• Smoking now compulsory in churches and chapels 
• Incense has been purchased for St Giles Cathedral 
• Rumours of “deliberate error” fuel sectarian mistrust 

The smoking ban legislation introduced by the Scottish Parliament last month is 
seriously flawed. Churches and places of worship were supposed to be included in the 
list of places in which smokers could face a fine. Instead, a drafting mistake has 
ensured that smoking has become compulsory in all worship environments for all 
faiths. Fears of sectarianism have grown as a result of the mistake. 

It was reported that St Giles Cathedral, the cradle of the Scottish Reformation, has 
already purchased a supply of incense for use during services. Protesters are expected 
on Sunday morning outside the Cathedral which is located close to the Scottish 
Parliament. 

Rumours flying around the Scottish Parliament at the end of the week suggest that the 
error was in fact a deliberate attempt to increase sectarian tensions by members of a 
“Catholic Mafia” amongst MSPs belonging to several parties. 

First Minister, Jack McConnell, who is himself married to a Roman Catholic, is 
expected to face harsh criticism at First Minister’s Questions on Thursday. 

A spokesman for the Scottish Episcopal Network responded to the crisis by saying, 
“We have no problem with this legislation so long as the churches all adhere to 
Biblical precedent. In particular, it is essential that churches continue to restrict the 
use of the thurible [the vessel in which incense is lit] to heterosexuals only.” 

No-one was available from the Roman Catholic church for comment. 


